Valdosta Daily Times - Join Weblo.com and ‘buy’ sitate of Georgia

home delivery | subscriber s'n'i:\ill:'es-".

THE VALDOSTA DAILY TIMES %=

SUBSCRIBE

http://www.valdostadailytimes.dousiness/local_story 112010643.

Fri, Apr 27 2007

Valdosta, GA

| s, | Currently ,
AL T74F High84F Low6sF

CLICK FOR MORE WEATHER

| e

Homepage Photo Gallery  Local News  Local Sports Homefront | Classifieds Special Sections Cars Homes Jobs Money Saver
. THE N 229-245-8066
Resources Published April 22, 2007 01:06 am - We know our elected mayor as the very real 4609 Bemiss Rd.
Mayor John Fretti, but did you know that our fair city also has a “virtual” mayor — a Mon.-Sat. 8-5:30
£ Print this story woman from Toronto, Canada, who goes by the name of Kitty? DELIVERY AND PLANTING SERVICES AVAILABLE
B3 E-mail this story . ‘ ,
- o Join Weblo.com and ‘buy’ the state of
Post to del.icio.us K
€2 Discuss this story Georgla

By BIlly Bruce
The Valdosta Daily Times

VALDOSTA — We know our elected mayor as the very real Mayor John
Fretti, but did you know that our fair city also has a “virtual” mayor — a
woman from Toronto, Canada, who goes by the name of Kitty?

“Kitty” purchased
Valdosta and

Lawrenceville for $5 3 Y( ge (J/(/
each on Feb. 3 at Kt
Weblo.com — an online ‘

game that's gained a
reputation as “Monopoly
on Steroids.”

Candles)
When you “purchase” a _-'

city at Weblo.com, you
become its “mayor,” or
a state, its “governor,”
and you earn very real
money.

Kitty had previously
“owned” Gainesville,
which she bought for $5 and sold for $10, according to Colin Trethewey,
director of media relations at Weblo.com. Contacted by Trethewey, Kitty
declined a request for comment by The Times.

Governorship of a state provides ample earning opportunities because state
owners earn 10 percent of membership fees anywhere else in the state,
Weblo.com CEO and founder Rocky Mirza explained.

And Georgia is one of the few big states still up for grabs, Mirza noted.

Membership at Weblo.com is free, but many participants choose to pay
$279 a year for VIP membership privileges that increase their opportunities
to earn money, Mirza said.

“So if 100 members join in Georgia as VIP members, the governor earns
$2,790,” he said. “Weblo is free, but some members buy upgraded
memberships so they get discounts on purchases of city and earn more.
State owners can also resell the state for profit. Ontario, Canada, was
originally purchased for $11,450 and resold for $16,900. State governors
also earn a percentage of all transactions in the entire state and ad revenue
from the entire state.”

Lowndes County isn’t for sale because Weblo doesn't sell counties, but a
virtual copy of every real city, state and property is up for sale. More than
6,000 cities have sold for real money and the virtual mayors of these cities
are making money from all transactions in their territories. More than 3,000
U.S. cities have sold at Weblo, Trethewey said.

Properties? What properties? Well, the Empire State Building was sold and
re-sold for profit. California sold for $53,000. Texas sold for $23,000.
Thousands of people are spending real money to buy virtual cities, states,
properties and even celebrities, Trethewey said.

Could this be legal in the United States?

“Yes, it is legal in all 50 states,” Mirza said.

Weblo.com was Mirza’s brainchild. He launched the Web site on Dec. 5,
2006, from its headquarters in Montreal, Canada, but took nine years to
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Premium Jobs

HOLLY HILL

RN SUPERVISOR-Flex Shift. Full time
benefits include PTO, profit sharing and 401k
plan. Medical, dental, vision and life
insurance. Apply at Lowndes County Health
Services, MORE >>

IT PROFESSIONAL

Position open for IT professional with
experience in technical support, customer
service and problem resolution.

The role will provide Desktop Application
Support and MORE >>

TITLE CLERK
Local financial institution is seeking an
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develop and birth the concept. Montreal is famous for game development individual for Title Clerk. This individual must
companies and talent. Game companies such as E.A. and Ubisoft are based have 6 months of prior experience working
. . . with Titles. Knowledge of deeds a plus.
in Montreal, Mirza said. Competitive MORE >>
“What would you say if someone told you that they could duplicate the world
A . . MAINTENANCE TECH
we live in, from the Grand Canyon right down to the pebbles in your (FULL-TIME)
backyard?” Mirza said. “Weblo.com is the perfect parallel universe We are seeking a qualified individual to join
uninhabited and ready for exploration and acquisition. Now there are two $Urr?ré}can'zat'°" as a_tfu“\;\;'ms "t"a'ntenance
. . . . . ech at our community, oodstone
identical worlds, one the world we live in, the other an online copy. Apartment.
“History is made by discoverers, those of us who eagerly venture into the The ideal MORE >>
unknown — boldly going where none have gone before and staking a claim .
for their king, their country and themselves. Marco Polo did it by camel; View All Employment Ads
Columbus by ship; Armstrong by rocket. Now anyone, anywhere on earth
can do it with Weblo. Premium Vehicles
Read more >> FORD F-150 1999, 4x4, tint, excellent
condition, tool box, auto, ac, stereo, oversize
tires, $7,900. neg.
& =2 O Call 229-563-0724 or 356-1233 MORE >>

¢ Click to discuss this story with other readers on our forums. FORD XLT 2001 SUPER CREW, key less entry,

bed liner, cd, v8, auto, all power, excellent
condition, $9,950. call 229-563-0724 or

More from the Business section 356-1233 MORE >>

Brookfield Academy expands PLYMOUTH GRAN VOYAGER 1999

loaded, excellent condition, $4,250. Call

Berrien designated by state as ‘Entrepreneur Friendly’ 559-503-9900 oF 300-3002. MORE >

Join Weblo.com and ‘buy’ the state of Georgia

FORD F-150 1977 4X4, big block 460, 1.72
roller rockers, good motor, transmission
needs serviced, new Flow Master exhaust, 3
speed auto, $2,500. 229-563-2720 or
247-1191 MORE >>

Focus On: Trends and Treasures

Business This Week: Strawberry fields are ripe for the picking

View All Vehicles

Rich Jerk Premium Real Estate

Take A Look At The Program That's Even Making Nice
People Rich
www.1stpromotion.com/

THREE BR/2BA single family home, corner

lot, fenced back yard, screened porch, FP,

hardwood flrs, tile baths, 2 car garage with
work bench & storage shelves, extra room,
transferable termite barn, MORE >>

NEW HOME LOTS - North Lowndes Co., 1 mile
from Smith Northview Hospital,

Forget Global Abundance? Dewar/Hahira/Lowndes Schools. Build your
$1500 program for $597 Limited Time Join Before own home or builders available.
March 31. Free details 229-834-9480

HomerunSuccessOnline.com northvaldosta.com MORE >>

THREE BEDROOM ONE BATH HOME, 832

Clifton Dr. Valdosta, includes stove,
_ refrigerator, dishwasher, microwave, central

heat & air, washer & dryer hook-up, large

fenced in back yard on quiet Cul-de-sac.
MORE >>

SALE BY OWNER, ADEL, GA. Brick home on
corner lot. 3bd/1.5ba, 1728sf, formal living &
dining rm., large family rm, large kit with
dining area, laundry, storage, garage, outside
utility building, patio. MORE >>

View All Homes for Sale

Our Best Rate!
W A $11.80/month

Subscribe with
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Family Connection Survey
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Real Estate Guide
Financial Institutions
Dining & Entertainment Guide

Send a Letter to the Editor
Send a Rant/Rave
Valdosta Scene

South Georgia Business
Relish Magazine

VDT Digital Edition

Americus Cordele

Local Movie Listings
Local Business Directory
Local Photo Gallery
Local Classifieds

Local Discussion Forums
U.S. News

Douglas Moultrie

Valdosta Daily Times
Digital Editon

Complete replica of the printed
newspaper for early morning
delivery worldwide.

Live Oak Tifton Thomasv ille
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