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i Entertainment r the right price, no on n nied t i
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® Letters to the editor of being the mayor of Marietta — online that is. facts

@ Neighborhood news

® News .

® Obituaries Anyone who has ever dreamed of serving as a n Began in

@ Brice) suide governor or yearned to own a state, town or prgpert pecember 2006.

® Engagements can get all that and more through virtual worlde li
@ Weddings
# Readers Feedback the newly formed Weblo.com. n Has 38,000

® Guestbook
i Corrections members.

Weblo.com is a virtual world that isn’t 3-D or

m make-believe, but is instead based on the reabbworly M arietta can be
with real people and places represented. Membersyyrchased for $25.

@ All About Health can purchase and create a Web page dedicated to
. B'? Boy toys cities, states and numerous other things. The pages n Ohio can be
;:fg’f and Grooms usually include information about and pictureste t  purchased for
® Graduation Tab person or place' $16,290.
® Home Hunters - June
2007 Members and owners of Weblo pages can also makeages on common
& Home real-world money. people or celebrities
Improvement/Remodel
® Lawn & Garden . ‘ _ocan be created for
. et It's been referred to as ‘Monopoly on Steroids, free.
rogress - Firs - - .
Edition 2007 sfaud Sean Morrow, director of marketing for the Web
@ Progress - Second site.
Edition 2007
® Senior LifeStyles Members can make money by being a mayor or goveforoeach person
® Summer Fun that looks at their page, the advertising on thage, transaction fees from
those people living in their territory and evenltyaliven a profit if they sell
VIRTUAL what they own, he said.
CLICK NOW TO
For example, Morrow said, Las Vegas recently soli the seller made a
NEWSROOM P J Y

$1,970 profit. With time, the prices for cities gmperties will go up.

m Founder Rocky Mirza launched Weblo on Dec. 6, 2006, the site already

® Ghio has 38,000 members. Mirza decided to create thkelworthat people could
® West Virginia actually make money while they are having fun anltiternet, Morrow said.
® National

® International . . . . .
“Most people just realize that they are onlinetladl time, they might as well

m get paid for it,” he said.
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Internet users can also create a page for a cgieteir own family or other
people for free. Cities can be purchased for amim of $25 and states for

a minimum of $100, Morrow said. "Tr -
ch

Marietta is still for sale for $25, he said. Ohsdfor sale at the price of
$16,290, which is cheap compared to the $53,00dfpaiCalifornia. Prices
vary in accordance with populations of the citystate.

Morrow said Weblo was created in the nick of tifBg.2011, 80 percent of
all active online users will maintain a presenca wirtual world, he said.

“People should buy while it’s still a growing treadd then in a few years
when literally a majority of Internet users will part of the virtual world
they can sell, for a lot of money,” he said.

Weblo also creates a way for families to do sonmetidgether, Morrow
said. If parents invest and the kids make the pageklenly there is family
bonding and an opportunity for the parents to tdaciness skills to their
children, he said.

George Molden, a computer support technician fosMfayton State
Community College, said it's undeniable that gamned online usage are
increasing rapidly.

“Virtual realities are a way for teenagers, andlyesnyone, to escape from
the real world,” he said. “It gives them a chanzée their idea of happy.
Virtual worlds can serve as quite a distractiomfranything going on in the
real world and bring fantasies to life.”

Get it all...DAILYY 4 Weeks for §7
The Mavictta Ties peeaee

'-‘EF;-'J" I
rche.
of the
Mid-Ohio Valley

nline

Home | News | Communities | Classifieds | Weather | Contact Us

The Marietta Times

700 Channel Lane | Marietta, Oh 45750
740.373.2121 (local) | 800.531.1215 (toll-free)

http://www.mariettatimes.com/news/story/new98_62ZDZRD735.as

If you have any problems, questions, or comments regarding www.MariettaTimes.com, please
contact the webmaster. For all other comments, please see our Contact section to send feedback

to The Marietta Times. Users of this site agree to our Terms of Service.

Copyright © 2007 — The Marietta Times

6/20/2007 4:42 P



The Marietta Times: Own a part of virtual community http://www.mariettatimes.com/news/story/new98_62ZDZRD735.as

@ Respond

to this story

30of3 6/20/2007 4:42 P



